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Luke McDonnell’s final 
'as penciller of the SUICIDE SQUAD. 
After 24 monthly issues, the DEAD- 
SHOT mini-series, and the SECRET 


refocus his energies on his first love, 
THE PHANTOM. Luke will be pen- 
cilling and inking that series, which 
debuts in two months, and we will 
miss him terribly here. 

We do have a fine replacement all 
lined up. But first, the next two issues 
will be by Grant Miehm, a fine artist 
who is making a name for himselfon 
Dark Horse's The American. Then, 
with #27, and a very special event, we 
will welcome John K. Snyder III as 
our resident penciller. Fear not, Karl 
Kesel isn't going anywhere and will 
continue to provide a unique spark to 
the proceedings. 

‘Thanks for the fun times, Luke,and 
we'll see you in Bengalla! 


Dear Bob, 

It was good to see Captain Boomer- 
ang get what he deserved in “Practice 
to Deceive.” For too long he has been 
an unnecessary and unpleasant part 
of the Squad, and while I don't expect 
tosee any change in his personality, 1 
sure did enjoy seeing him get his 
comeuppance. What | don't under: 
stand is why Amanda wants him in 
the Suicide Squad in the first place, 
My only regret about the Mirror 
Master charade is that the Flash 
never got to encounter Captain Boo 
merang/Mirror Master. That would 
have been a funny and memorable 
story! 

I'm sorry to see Bob Lewis leave this 
book, but Karl Kesel is the best re- 
placement/return the book could 
have had. Suicide Squad is one of the 
consistently best books DC puts out, 
and the artwork is a big part of that. 
Of course, it doesn’t hurt to have as 
colorful and diverse a cast of charac 
ters as this book does. 

Just a few questions before I sign 
off: Are there any plans for another 
JLE-Suicide Squad face-off? Will there 
be any new facés in the Squad? (fm 
still hoping for turn of the Clock 
King!) And last, we ever see June 
Moone again, now that the Enchan- 
tress is gone? 

Jim Kelly 
20 Randall Ave., Apt. 1W 
Freeport, 11520 


Captain Boomerang is an oppor- 
tunist, and therefore Amanda is 
better served by having him along for 
missions where she can keep an eye 
on him. He already tried to blurt out 
the Squad’s secret back in LEGENDS 
85, but what will happen to the good 
Captain now thateveryone knows the 
secret remains to be seen. 

Yes, Keith Giffen, John Ostrander 
and I are already talking about the 
next JLESS team-up and Keith wants 
them to play baseball. As for new 
faces in the Squad, this issue will 
answer that question. And by now, 
you've seen June Moone again. Did 
you catch Clock King in JLI #23? 


Dear John, Robert, Luke, Todd and 
company, 

I knew that sooner or later, good old 
Captain Boomerang was going to get 
his unmentionables caught in a 
wringer because he impersonated 
Mirror Master. I knew it. I expected it. 
I looked forward to it. 

But after reading SS #20 I just can’t 
understand why I didn’t enjoy it more. 
Maybe it was because I’m tiring of 
seeing Boomerang used in these 
stories as a sterotypical melodrama 
villain. He has been about as useless 
aa Dr. Smith was on the old Lost in 
Space TY series and yet (again, like 
Dr. Smith) everyone keeps rescuing 
him and insisting he live up to his 
obligations. Well ... to heck with that! 
If he isn’t going to contribute any 
more than comic relief or function as 
an easy target for the group's humilia- 
tion, he doesn't deserve to stay with 
the group. On a “suicide” mission I 
‘sure wouldn't want to have a guy on 
my side who doesn’t want to be there. 
Since his talents as even a super- 
villain are minimal, and since heisn't 
pulling his weight as a team member, 
why keep him around just to jerk his 
chain? If the only contribution he 
makes is to be a resentful sidekick, 
you might as well replace him with Ed 
Norton. 

This is not to say, however, that the 
issue was without redeeming 
qualities. The cover was among the 
best I've seen in this series and the 
hoodoo of voodoo that you do so well, 
‘sets up a good future plot. So does the 
sub-plot about another Mirror Master. 
Wouldn't it be funny if the new Mirror 
Master was the old Mirror Man from 


1960's BATMAN comics? No? Well, it 
was just a thought. 

One final note: I've noticed in recent 
issues of CAPTAIN ATOM that 
Amanda can press Nightshade into 
service without deploying the entire 
squad. I think this is a great idea and 
T'd like to see her send Flag on a solo 
mission to investigate the Doom 
Patrol or send Deadshot on a solo 
mission to examine Starman in future 
issues of those comics. 

T.E. Pouncey 
Wichita, KS 


We've seen Boomerang pull his 
weight time and again, such as his 
role in issue #7 or even more recently 
in handling the Australian end of last 
issue's “Weird War Tales.” He is just 
such @ geek that you forget he can 
make a contribution. 

Meantime, check out ANIMAL 
MAN 88 for the new Mirror Master's 
DC debut. 


villains. One character. Voodoo gang 
stera. False zombies. Hijinks in a 
cemetery. No breasts. Academy 
Award nomination for Amanda 
Waller for announcing, “Deep Under, 
you are in deep doo doo." Three and 
one half stars. Joe Bob saya check it 
out 
Mark Lucas 
66 Cleary Court #902 
San Francisco, CA 94109 


Dear Bob, ¥ 

Before I received issue #20 of 
SUICIDE SQUAD, I was sure that I 
would soon be dropping the title from 
my monthly list. The Nightshade 
Odyssey and Jihad stories didn’t 
impress me at all, and the artwork 
was beginning to look rather limp. 
Issue #20, however, has persuaded 
to give SS another 
Captain Boomerang story 
was simply great, a much-needed 
change from metaphysical mumbo- 
jumbo and bland international in- 
trigue. This voodoo-mobster thing is 
also interesting and promising. Hear. 
ing that Karl Kesel is returning solidi- 
fied my change of heart. His inks are 
exactly the lifegiving quality that 


Lake's pencils need. Don’t mess up 
this time, guys. 

PAM 

216 Riverside Drive 

Toronto, Ontario M6S 4A9 

CANADA 


Dear John O., 

I did it! I did it! 

Hot damn, I finally did it! 

I finally managed to figure out 
where you were going and what you 
were planning on doing over the 
course of SUICIDE SQUAD #20 
before you actually went and did it. 

T'm 0 proud of myself I could just 
bust! 

Unele Elvis 
50 Dawson Road 
Dawson Springs, KY 42408 

PS. Just in case you're curious 
about how Leaught on so easily, it's 
because of the Manhunter/Waller 
scenario. It absolutely screamed “set- 
up” at me. And I listened 


Dear Bob, 

Why did I have a feeling that no- 
body, was smart enough to put some- 
thingrover on Waller? 

Bob Felber 
60 Ruskin Avenue 
Woonsoeket, RI 02895 


Dear Suicide-Crew, 

“Practive to Deceive” was great! It 
was really funny to see Down Under 
down and out. Even though Boomer. 
ang gotcaught, don’t let him lose the 
style dhe had before. The Loa seems 
like a real interesting upcoming 
problem. By the way, where was 
Captain Cold that issue? I really like 
him, and would like to see his charac 
ter developed to the max. 

Not to change the subject, but how 
about sending the Squad to the 
Olympics undercover? It would be 
interesting to see some of the Squad 
members compete against the other 
athletes. Who knows, maybe Vi 
might win a medal in Track and Field. 
And of course, Deadshot would have 
so win a gold in shooting. 

Td like jo have appearances in 
future issues by Poison Ivy, The Trick- 
ster, Heatwave and y, along 
with Mr. Bones, if t busy or 
something 

I can't wait to see the great things 
you'll turn up next 


Robb Enloe 
21 West 100th Street 
Overland Park, KS 662 
Captain Cold served on his mission, 
lived, and was released as seen in 
FLASH #19, He'll be turning up there 
ina forthcoming issue, along with his 
sister, Golden Glider. 
As for the Olympics, obviously 
nothing in the cards this time. Check 
back in four years and we'll see 


Remember, Vixen couldn't compete 
using the Tantu totem, so I imagine 
she would place a poor second to the 
likes of Flo-Jo. 

One of the above named nominees 
will turn up by next summer 


Dear Squaders, 
#20—excellent 


the best issue so far. It’s about time 
the good Captain Boomerbutt got his. 
Kind of funny seeing him getting 
caught in this fashion. It was a gas. It 
classic to see the insides of the 
in nearly come running out. I'm 
amazed at how scared he is of The 
Wall. Probably because he’s a loser. 
Well, gotta go. 


Jason Smereka 
No Address Given 
PS. Any chance of the Bug-Eyed 
Bandit getting his memory back and 
joining the Squad for a couple of 
issues? How about Dr. Destiny, Dr. 
Double-X, Dr. Phosphorus, Breath- 
taker, Brainstorm, Cat-Man, Cadre, 
Cavalier, Calculator, Clock King, 
Count Vertigo, Dr. Alchemy, Dr. 
Polaris, and Quakemaster? 
Bug-Eyed Bandit died in the Crisis, 
so forget him. Dr. Destiny will turn up 
in our brand-new SANDMAN 
Dr. Double-X is.too silly for this team. 
Dr. Phosphorus—maybe. Breath 
taker is out of the question (didn't 
die?). Brainstorm could be fun. Cat 
Man we haven't thought about. 
Shrike from Cadre is here this 
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now a member of the team. Dr. 
Alehemy could also be fun. Dr. Polaris 
would be a bit too powerful for the line- 
up. Quakemaster makes his trium 
phant return in the pages of our 
newest _ mii HERO HOT 
LINB. Check 


COMING ATTRACTIOD 


Okay, we've set the stage and now 
we will see what happens next. The 
Squad is at full strength and taking 
on the goons in Ogaden. That surely 
| means disaster will strike and it will 
as another member dies and someone 
else quits the team. You won't wantto 
miss out on this one, especially with 
| Amanda still facing Senator Eden in 


Washington. Grant Miehm joint 
John and Karl and the results will be 
quite fun. 


Meantime, don't forget to check out 
MANHUNTER and FLASH where 
all sorts of odd doings are happening, 
especially as the Flash tries to regain 
his. powers. Then there's. DOOM 
PATROL, where I've changed every. 
| thing about that team and bumped i 
to the New Format. It's gotta be seen 
to be: believed, courtesy of Grant 
Morrison and Richard Case. 

And of course, next month we'll 
detail the special events starting with 
SQUAD #27. All I'll say now is that 
you'd betterstart saving up ‘cause you 
won't want to miss a single week of 
the fun. For now, though, keep smil 
| ing! 


Bob Greenberger 
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SUPERMAN #28 thru 33 
ADVENTURES OF 
SUPERMAN #451 thru 456 


